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The  CEYLON  AND  INDIA  GENERAL  MISSION 


HINDU  VILLAGERS  OF  NORTH  INDIA 
A  part  of  India's  400,000,000  souls 


"Brethren,  (our)  heart's  desire  and  prayer 
to  God  ...  is,  that  they  might  be  saved." 
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NORTH  INDIA  FIELD 
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inoifl’S  inidifnsf  popular 


The  great  number  of  India’s  people  staggers  the  missionaries,  who  find  themselves 
overwhelmed,  and  losing  ground  in  the  evangelistic  ministry.  There  are  now  over 
400,000,000  Indians,  and  every  year  there  are  5,000,000  new  births.  The  1941 
census  showed  India’s  millions  distributed  as  below  by  religions  (figures  from 
A.  McLeash  of  JV orld  Dominion )  : 


Hindus .  266,053,000 

Muslims  . 101,910,000 

Christians  .  7,250,000 

Sikhs  .  5,750,000 

Animists  (tribal)  ....  5,100,000 

Jains  .  1,500,000 


Buddhists 
Parsees  . 
Jews  . . . . 
Others  .  . 


469,000 

115,000 

22,000 

631,000 


Total  population .  388,800,000 
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yy<UuU  *7 hey  MufJd  Be  Sewed" 


India's  spiritual  history  is  the  world's 
tragedy  of  religion.  Here  is  a  nation  that 
for  centuries  has  sought  after  God  with 
unmeasured  sacrifice,  and  is  still  unsatisfied. 
Here  is  a  people  with  limitless  capacity  for 
spiritual  service  and  devotion,  with  a  heart 
hungry  for  God,  that  in  its  real  soul  has 
cared  and  lived  for  nothing  but  religion; 
and  yet  for  all  her  religiousness  India  is 
still  ignorant  of  the  Living  God,  knowing 
neither  His  awful  holiness  nor  the  true 
glory  of  His  gracious  love.  Thus  it  has 
actually  come  to  pass,  that  to  find  what 
is  vilest  and  most  abominable  in  the  India 
of  today,  one  must  go  to  her  religion. 
(Holland:  The  Goal  of  India ) 


Because  of  India’s  above  described  great 
spiritual  need,  and  in  obedience  to  our 
Lord’s  command,  the  Ceylon  and  India 
General  Mission  is  preaching  the  Gos¬ 
pel  in  that  land  of  400,000,000  souls 
where  less  than  1  %  are  professing  Pro¬ 
testant  Christians. 

uGo  ye  into  all  the  world ,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.” 

“The  gospel  of  Christ  ...  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  to  everyone  that 
helieveth  .  .  .” 

" Brethren ,  ( our)  heart's  desire  and  pray¬ 
er  to  God  .  .  .  is,  that  they  might  be  saved.” 


TuDfly 


The  work  of  the  Ceylon  and  India  Gen¬ 
eral  Mission  is  carried  on  — 

In  both  South  and  North  India, 

Among  both  Hindu  and  Muslim  peoples, 

By  a  force  of  53  consecrated  mission¬ 
aries, 

Working  with  about  75  able  and  spirit¬ 
ual  Indian  co-workers, 

In  five  languages  —  Tamil,  Telugu, 
Urdu,  Hindi  and  English. 

We  have  in  our  India  fields  — 

Well-established  Churches  and  Christian 
communities,  and 

Pioneer  work  in  long-neglected  and  bit¬ 
terly  hard  places. 

fOR  53 

This  missionary  activity  so  briefly  out¬ 
lined  is  the  heritage  of  53  years  —  53  years 
of  faithful,  even  heroic,  missionary  serv¬ 
ice  ;  53  years  of  sacrificial  giving  and  pray¬ 
ing  on  the  part  of  thousands  of  mission¬ 
ary-minded  friends;  53  years  of  the  work 
of  God  in  our  midst. 


Our  methods  of  Gospel  service  to  India 
include  — 

Preaching  in  the  bazaars  of  the  towns 
and  villages, 

Visitation  and  personal  work  among  both 
men  and  women, 

Wide-spread  sale  and  distribution  of 
Scriptures  and  literature, 

Teaching  of  the  children  through  various 
kinds  of  schools, 

Four  Mission  Homes  for  poor  and  desti¬ 
tute  children, 

Regular  Radio  Broadcasts  of  Christian 
worship  services,  and 

Training  school  facilities  to  prepare 
Evangelists  and  Bible  Women. 


rears 

The  Ceylon  and  India  General 
Mis  sion  was  organized  in  1893  in 
Great  Britain  by  Christians  of  vision 
and  faith.  That  same  year  the  first  party 
of  missionaries  sailed  from  Britain  for 
the  island  of  Ceylon,  where  our  ministry 
was  begun.  The  following  year  the  min- 
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istry  was  extended  to  the  needy  peoples  of 
South  India,  and  new  missionaries  joined 
the  first  group  of  twelve.  Interest  in  the 
Mission’s  work  spread  to  the  United 
States,  where  in  1915  an  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil  was  formed  in  Chicago.  This  became 
an  Executive  body  in  1920.  Missionary 
recruits  from  the  United  States  soon  join¬ 
ed  the  pioneer  missionaries  in  Ceylon  and 
India.  The  first  three  from  the  United 
States,  Messrs.  Dawson,  Opper  and  Rees- 
Jones,  sailed  late  in  1916  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Silas  Fox  of  Canada  for  the 
C.  I.  G.  M.  fields  in  India.  The  Mission 
became  still  more  international  as  Coun¬ 
cils  were  formed  in  Canada,  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  and  additional  recruits 
were  sent  forth  from  those  lands  to  fur¬ 
ther  enlarge  and  strengthen  the  Gospel 
ministry  in  the  midst  of  idolatrous  heath¬ 
enism. 

Space  forbids  enumerating  the  honored 
names  and  the  gallant  works  of  the  men 
and  women  who  labored  as  foreign  miss¬ 
ionaries  and  Indian  co-workers  for  the 
Lord  under  the  Ceylon  and  India 
General  Mission.  But  it  should  be 
said  that  they  were  not  wanting  of  patience 


and  courage  to  endure  the  heat,  live  amidst 
the  dirt  and  disease,  brave  the  opposition, 
and  often  suffer  need,  while  faithfully  con¬ 
tinuing  the  Gospel  ministry.  Today  others 
follow  in  their  train. 

In  1928  a  definite  ministry  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  million  neglected  and  fanatical  Mus¬ 
lims  of  South  India  was  also  begun. 

In  1937  our  Mission  closed  its  long 

standing  work  in  Ceylon,  feeling  that  the 
need  there  was  less  pressing  than  that 

of  the  India  fields. 

In  1938  our  Mission  moved  forward 

into  the  very  needy  and  hard  field  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  North  India. 

Now  in  1946  we  are  waiting  on  God 
for  further  volunteers  and  supplies  to  en¬ 
able  us  to  “lengthen  ( our)  cords ,  and 
strengthen  ( our)  stakes ”  in  our  South  and 
North  India,  Hindu  and  Muslim,  fields. 
The  fields  are  whitened  and  ready  for 

harvesting.  The  labors  of  the  past  chal¬ 
lenge  us  to  continue  our  ministry — to  move 
forward!  Pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
that  further  laborers  and  support  will  be 
forthcoming  to  carry  on  all  the  Divinely 
appointed  work. 
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flfl  X-Rfly  PICTURE 


The  Ceylon  and  India  General  Mission 

is  an  Undenominational  and  International 
Faith  Mission. 

Being  Undenominational  in  character, 

consecrated  Christians  and  support  have 
been  welcomed  from  all  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tian  groups  and  people,  and  the  work 
through  the  years  has  progressed  in  the 
spirit  of  unity  and  the  bond  of  peace. 
Though  Undenominational,  the  Mission 
has  been  careful  to  maintain  the  faith  and 
practices  of  orthodox,  fundamental  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

Doctrinally  we  believe  and  preach  — 

The  plenary  inspiration  and  Divine  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Holy  Bible ; 

The  Triune  God; 

Jesus  Christ,  true  God  and  true  man  — 
His  virgin  birth,  holy  life,  atoning 
death,  bodily  resurrection,  present  ex¬ 
altation,  and  imminent  return; 

The  personality,  deity,  and  the  regenerat¬ 
ing  and  sanctifying  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ; 

The  fall  of  man  and  his  present  state 
“dead  in  trespasses  and  sin;” 

Salvation  solely  by  the  grace  of  God 
through  faith  in  the  atoning  work  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ; 

The  future  resurrection  of  all  peoples, 
the  saved  to  eternal  life,  and  the  un¬ 
saved  to  eternal  condemnation ; 

Other  such  truths,  more  fully  noted  in 
our  Constitution  .  .  . 

Being  International  in  scope,  both  mis¬ 
sionary  recruits  and  support  are  forth¬ 
coming  from  all  the  English  speaking 
world.  There  are  Executive  Councils  of 
our  Mission  in  each  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States,  Canada,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand.  Each  of  these  Councils  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cey¬ 
lon  and  India  General  Mission 
affairs  in  its  own  country.  The  various 
Councils  seek  to  work  together,  and  in 


matters  effecting  the  Mission  as  a  whole 
consent  of  all  Councils  is  required. 

Our  present  missionary  fellowship  com¬ 
prises  15  missionaries  from  Great  Britain, 
14  from  the  United  States,  9  from  Canada, 
9  from  Australia,  5  from  New  Zealand, 
and  1  resident  of  India. 

The  actual  work  in  India  is  under  the 
direct  jurisdiction  of  the  missionaries  on 
the  India  field,  who  meet  in  Annual 
Conference  each  year  to  legislate  for  the 
field  work.  They  are  represented  the  rest 
of  the  year  by  the  five  missionaries  com¬ 
posing  the  India  Council:  The  Field 
Superintendent,  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
and  three  other  members  elected  by  the 
Conference. 

As  a  faith  mission,  the  Ceylon  and 
India  General  Mission  is  supported  by 
the  free-will  offerings  of  the  Lord’s 
people.  The  Mission  has  no  constituted, 
organized  supporters,  authorizes  no  solici¬ 
tation  for  funds,  incurs  no  debts,  and  guar¬ 
antees  no  salaries.  However,  the  work  is 
reported  to  the  churches  and  Christian 
people  in  the  Homelands,  the  duty  of 
Christian  stewardship  is  taught,  and  the 
needs  are  laid  before  the  Lord.  Each  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mission  is  expected  to  recognize 
that  his  dependance  must  be  upon  God 
Who  called  him  and  for  Whom  he  has 
gone  forth  to  labor.  Money  given  for 
the  work  is  faithfully  sent  to  India.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  and  co-workers  are  paid  on  a  pro 
rata  basis  from  funds  received  each  month, 
and  the  work  is  forwarded  as  is  financially 
possible.  There  have  been  times  of  string¬ 
ency  and  emergency;  but  thus  far  hath 
the  Lord  led  us  on,  and  we  look  to  Him 
to  move  upon  the  hearts  of  His  people  to 
give  as  they  are  able.  The  Lord  will  pro¬ 
vide. 

Within  this  framework,  the  members  of 
the  Ceylon  and  India  General  Mis¬ 
sion  from  various  countries  and  of  various 
evangelical  denominational  or  undenomina¬ 
tional  groups  testify  to  a  most  happy  and 
satisfying  fellowship. 
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OUR  IRDIR  flfLDS 

The  accompanying  map  (see  page  2)  shows  clearly  our  four 
different  fields ,  where  we  have  a  total  of  17  Mission  Stations 
manned  by  our  53  missionaries  (including  those  on  furlough) . 

(Statistics  are  for  1946) 


•  THE  TAMIL  FIELD  is  the  most  Southern 
and  was  our  first  occupied  in  South  India. 
The  area  of  this  field  where  the  Tamil 
language  prevails  is  about  1,400  square 
miles  in  which  are  some  900  villages  and 
a  population  of  some  400,000.  Our  Tamil 
work  is  among  the  Hindus  of  the  Coim¬ 
batore  District  of  Madras  Presidency.  At 
present  this  work  consists  of  4  Mission 
Stations,  1 1  missionaries,  24  Indian  co¬ 
workers,  13  churches,  2  Mission  Homes  for 
children  (there  are  29  boys  in  the  Home 
in  Anthiyur  and  60  girls  in  the  Home 
in  Gobichettipalyam) ,  3  Day  Schools,  93 
Sunday  Schools,  and  a  Christian  commun¬ 
ity  of  about  1045  souls.  This  area  of  our 
Mission  has  been,  comparatively  speaking, 
fairly  well  evangelized  over  50  years  of  our 
occupation.  What  is  now  needed  is  a  fresh 
evangelization  of  its  new  generations,  a 
reaching  out  into  the  yet  unevangelized 
villages,  and  an  intensive  effort  to  make 
the  labors  of  the  past  years  bear  more  a- 
bundant  spiritual  fruit.  This  work  is  going 
on  with  a  continual  ingathering  —  last 
year  (1945)  55  were  baptized  and  added 
to  the  Church,  while  others  are  being 
taught  and  requesting  baptism.  We  hope 
and  pray  that  this  may  be  a  token  of  an 
eventual  abundant  harvest  of  souls. 

•  THE  TELUGU  FIELD,  in  which  work 
was  begun  48  years  ago,  is  now  probably 
our  most  promising  field.  It  has  an  area 
of  about  5,000  square  miles  in  which  are 
some  2,700  villages  and  a  population  of 
some  800,000  peoples.  This  Telugu  lang¬ 
uage  work  is  mostly  among  the  Hindus  of 
the  Anantapur  District  of  the  Madras 
Presidency,  with  the  notable  exception  of 
the  Bangalore  work  which  is  in  Mysore 
State.  It  consists  of  7  Mission  Stations, 
18  missionaries,  41  Indian  co-workers,  21 
churches,  2  Mission  Homes  for  children 
(with  64  boys  in  the  Home  in  Hindu- 
pur  and  41  girls  in  the  Home  in 


Kadiri),  2  Day  Schools,  44  Sunday 
Schools,  and  a  Christian  community  of 
about  2388  souls.  Our  Telugu  Field  still 
gives  much  scope  for  evangelizing  hundreds 
of  unreached  villages  and  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  benighted  souls.  Moral  and 
spiritual  laxity  sometimes  evidenced  among 


Kadiri,  South  India 

the  Christian  people  adds  to  the  problems 
of  this  field ;  but,  in  several  sections  a 
genuine  interest  in  the  things  of  the  Lord 
and  a  continuous  ingathering  of  souls  give 
joy  to  the  burdened  laborers.  The  small 
Churches  are  growing:  last  year  (1945) 
59  were  baptized  in  this  field.  We  hope 
to  see  these  Indian  Churches  rapidly  be¬ 
come  more  self-supporting,  self-governing 
and  self-propagating. 
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•  THE  MUSLIM  FIELD  of  South  India  is 
our  least  occupied  though  a  very  extensive 
and  difficult  field.  At  present  Mysore  City 
the  capital  of  Mysore  State  is  our  only 
occupied  Station.  We  have  hopes  for  ex¬ 
tending  the  ministry  by  missionary  and/or 
Indian  co-worker  occupation  in  several 
more  centers,  if  such  are  forth-coming.  The 
Muslims  we  seek  to  reach  are  scattered 
all  over  the  South,  a  minority  people  among 
the  Hindus,  speaking  a  different  —  the 
Urdu  —  language;  there  are  500,000  Mus¬ 
lims  in  Mysore  State,  and  additional  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  in  and  adjacent  to  our 
Tamil  and  Telugu  Hindu-work  fields, 
whom  we  seek  to  evangelize.  We  now  have 
in  this  Muslim  work  4  missionaries,  4 
Indian  co-workers,  and  about  a  dozen 
Indian  Christians,  not  all  Muslim  con¬ 
verts.  We  thank  God  for  the  few  converts 
fiom  Islam,  and  pray  that  nothing  may 
turn  them  aside  from  the  Gospel  they  now 
believe.  The  great  need  here  is  a  persis¬ 
tent  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  these  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  False  Prophet  by  every  means 
possible,  “whether  they  hear,  or  whether 
they  forbear  ”  and  a  definite  laying  hold  on 
God  for  their  salvation. 

•  THE  NORTH  INDIA  FIELD  of  our  Mis¬ 
sion  is  in  the  United  Provinces  where  1/5 
of  India’s  total  60,000,000  outcaste  Hindus 
live,  and  where  3/10  of  1%  of  the  total 


population  claim  to  be  Christians.  This 
most  recent  field  of  ours,  just  South  of  the 
closed  land  of  Nepal,  is  one  of  the  world’s 
most  densely  populated  areas.  Basti  Dis¬ 
trict  of  this  field  has  a  population  density 
of  809  people  per  square  mile!  Our  Mis¬ 
sion  is  responsible  for  evangelizing  an  ex¬ 
tensive  area  in  the  United  Provinces  where, 
in  thousands  of  villages,  live  about 
4,000,000  souls.  Hindus  predominate,  us¬ 
ing  the  Hindi  language;  but  there  is  also 
a  strong  Muslim  population,  especially  in 
the  larger  towns,  using  the  Urdu  language. 
Our  missionaries  and  co-workers  evangel¬ 
ize  both.  Some  Christians  are  found  here 
but  these  are  for  the  most  part  a  few 
converts  of  other  Missions  of  years  ago, 
now  generally  forsaken  and  grown  cold. 
Our  Mission  work  in  the  United  Provinces 
now  consists  of  5  Mission  Stations,  20 
missionaries,  and  7  Indian  co-workers. 
Finding  of  suitable  Indian  co-workers  is 
one  of  the  many  problems  of  this  newer 
field.  Heathen  and  anti-Christian  forces 
are  also  at  work  here  that  make  the  min¬ 
istry  doubly  hard.  In  the  8  years  of  our 
occupation,  while  the  seed  of  the  Word  of 
God  has  been  widely  broadcast,  but  2 
persons  have  been  baptized,  one  a  sweeper- 
caste  Muslim,  and  just  recently  an  educa¬ 
ted  Brahman  Hindu.  These  two  are  the 
firstfruits  of  the  harvest  that  is  already 
gradually  beginning  to  appear. 


We  need  more  missionaries  in  every  one  of 
these  fields.  "'Pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  .  . 


One  of  our  missionaries  preaching  to  Hindus  of  North  India 
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THE  TAMIL  FIELD 


OOfi  miSSIOMIES 

aA.  &j 

THE  NORTH  INDIA  FIELD 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  H.  Merriweather 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Spiers 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  L.  T.  MacCarthy 
and  two  children 
Mrs.  Mary  Dawson 
and  two  children 
Miss  Ethel  Rea 
Miss  Edith  Casley 
Miss  A.  H.  Ellwood 
Miss  Daphne  Maunder 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Worling 
and  two  children 

THE  TELUSU  FIELD 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Adam  Scott 
and  five  children 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  Henning 
and  two  children 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Eric  Johnston 
and  three  children 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  W.  H.  W.  Paget 
and  one  daughter 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Roy  Heslop 
and  two  children 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allan  Russell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clarence  Bass 
and  three  children 
Miss  G.  A.  Dickson 
Miss  Ivy  Andrews 
Miss  C.  Irene  Southgate 
Miss  Lova  Bush 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  George  Lubbers 
and  three  children 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Irvine  Robertson 
and  two  children 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Keith  Jones 
and  two  children 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Hensley  White 
and  one  son 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  Anderson 
and  one  son 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  A.  Cummings 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Cherry 

Mrs.  Eunice  Thomson 
and  two  children 

Miss  May  B.  Dace 

Miss  Madeline  Spearman 

Miss  Jo  Ingle  Caspary 

THE  MUSLIM  FIELD 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Nelson 
and  one  daughter 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  H.  Reynhout 
and  six  children 


OUR  OffICE  ADDRESSES 

INDIA  .... 

Rev.  H.  Merriweather,  Field  Superintendent 

Rev.  W.  H.  W.  Paget,  Field  Secretary-Treasurer 
7,  Pottery  Road,  Richards  Town,  Bangalore,  South 

India 

U.  S.  A.  ... 

Miss  E.  MacNaughtan,  Secretary-Treasurer 

128  South  Lombard  Avenue,  Oak  Park,  Illinois 

CANADA  .  .  . 

Mr.  Clarence  T.  Bass,  Interim  Chairman 

Room  205,  169  Yonge  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario, 

Canada 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

Mr.  N.  L.  Gooden,  Secretary-Treasurer 

75,  Mildmay  Park,  N.  1,  London,  England 

AUSTRALIA  .  . 

Mr.  Oliver  Ellen,  Hon.  Secretary 

16,  Smythe  Avenue,  Surrey  Hills,  E.  10,  Victoria,  Australia 

NEW  ZEALAND  . 

Mr.  T.  A.  Taylor 

303,  Mont  Albert  Road,  Auckland,  S.  W.  1,  New 

Zealand 

Gifts  and  communications  intended  for  the  Mission  or  the  missionaries  can  be  sent  to  these  addresses. 
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India  is  a  land  of  beautiful  hills  and 
mountains  and  vast  plains,  a  land  of 
immense  jungles  abounding  with  wild  life 
including  tigers  and  elephants,  a  land  of 
heavy  monsoon  rains  and  prolonged  hot, 
dry  seasons  of  burning  sunshine,  a  land  of 
ancient  civilizations  and  cultures  boasting 
amazing  monuments  and  present  day  viril¬ 
ity,  a  land  of  a  multitude  of  mixed  races 
and  languages  and  customs,  an  interesting 
though  confusing  conglomeration.  In  India 
only  10%  of  the  total  population  live  in 
■cities,  many  of  which  are  large  and  famous ; 
the  other  90%  of  the  people  live  in  over 
700,000  small  towns  and  villages.  In  India 
72%  of  the  people  derive  their  living  from 
agriculture,  producing  sugar  cane,  rice, 
wheat,  tea,  tobacco,  jute,  cotton  and  silk,  in 
the  order  of  importance,  and  having  ^3 
of  the  world’s  cattle  —  cows,  bullocks, 
water  buffalo,  sheep  and  goats.  In  India 
are  Rajas  and  beggars,  wealth  and  poverty, 
oriental  pagentry  and  romance,  and  drab, 
sordid,  monotonous  living.  Here  are  some 
great  and  good  railway  systems  and  fine 
highways,  and  yet  appallingly  poor  roads 
and  transportation  generally  prevail.  In¬ 
dian  people  are  noted  for  their  love  of 
children  and  home  and  general  friendli¬ 
ness;  yet  India  is  a  land  of  warped  child¬ 
hood,  cursed  womanhood,  and  continual 
communial  riots. 

India  politically  is  today  at  the  cross¬ 
roads.  Divided  into  562  Native  States 
of  all  sizes,  governed  by  Indian  Rulers, 
and  several  large  British  Provinces  with 
British  Governors  —  all  under  the  final 
authority  of  the  British  Government  — 
India  is  restlessly  agitating  for  complete 
independence.  There  seems  no  doubt  that 
she  will  soon  become  independent,  either 
as  a  member  of  the  British  Commonwealth 
or  apart  from  it  completely  as  she  may 
choose.  Plans  for  her  own  self  govern¬ 
ment  are  in  process  of  being  made.  Wheth¬ 
er  there  will  be  a  Hindu  India  and  a 
Muslim  India  separate  from  each  other 
still  remains  to  be  seen,  though  the  major¬ 


ity  now  hopes  for  one  united,  independent 
India. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  India  with¬ 
out  making  mention  of  some  things  that 
stand  out  in  comparison.  Though  only 
2/z  the  size  of  the  United  States,  yet 
it  has  the  immense  population  of  over 
400,000,000  souls  crowding  against  each 
other.  This  is  3  times  the  population  of 
the  United  States,  and  1/5  of  the  total 
world  population.  The  two  richest  men 
in  the  world  are  Indian  rulers  —  the 
Nizam  of  Hyderabad  State  and  the  Maha¬ 
rajah  of  Mysore  State;  yet  dire,  destroy¬ 
ing  poverty  abounds  among  the  hundreds 
of  millions.  Pitifully  low  wages,  miser¬ 
able  hovels  for  homes,  and  slow  starvation 
with  consequent  physical  and  mental  in¬ 
ertia,  are  all  too  common.  Ignorance  pre¬ 
vails,  with  only  13%  of  the  people  able 
to  read  and  write ;  schools  are  not  available 
for  the  great  majority.  Terrible  filth  is  a 
natural  result  of  the  poverty  and  ignor¬ 
ance.  Ideas  of  cleanliness  are  generally 
ceremonial  and  religious  and  not  related 
to  hygiene  and  sanitation.  Diseases  stalk 
the  land  —  typhoid,  plague,  cholera,  dy¬ 
sentery,  trachoma  and  sore  eyes,  leprosy, 
venereal  diseases,  malaria,  and  others  .  .  . 
1,000,000  are  reported  to  die  of  malaria 
alone  each  year.  Expectation  of  life  is  27 
years  in  India  against  65  years  in  the 
United  States. 

To  complete  the  picture  we  have  to 
think  of  India  as  under  the  curse  of 
Hindu  idolatry,  and  as  the  prey  of  the 
barren  though  fanatical  monotheism  of 
Islam.  All  this  adds  up  to  India's  desperate 
moral  and  spiritual  need !  If  not  hungry 
for  the  Gospel,  at  least  the  multitudes 
are  living  without  Christ  and  dying  with¬ 
out  hope  for  lack  of  it.  India,  with  China, 
is  today  the  most  unoccupied  missionary 
field  of  lands  open  to  the  Gospel,  having 
only  1  missionary  to  71,000  people.  Only 
1%  of  the  people  are  professing  Protestant 
Christians.  Who  will  go  forth  to  help? 


“How  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher f 
“Faith  cometh  by  hearing  .  .  .  the  Word  of  God / 
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THf  HIUDU  RELIGIOn 


Hinduism,  the  prevailing  religion  of 
India,  boasting  some  265,000,000  devotees 
(2/z  of  the  total  population),  is  a  con¬ 
glomerated  mass  of  unrelated  and  even 
contradictory  philosophies,  embracing  gross 
idolatry  as  well  as  fantastic  mysticism. 
The  Sacred  Scriptures  of  the  Hindus  are 
the  ancient  Sanscrit  Vedas . 

Hinduism  is  Polytheistic,  and  boasts  of 
a  reputed  330,000,000  gods,  who  have  at 
one  time  or  another  come  as  incarnate 
symbols  of  the  Divine.  Traditions  of  the 
incarnations  of  many  of  the  more  popular 
gcds  show  them  as  slaves  of  sensual  pas¬ 
sion  and  the  vilest  of  human  vices.  Idols 
and  idolatrous  pictures  of  many  of  these 
legendary  hero-gods  abound  in  profusion. 

Hinduism  is  also  Pantheistic,  and  sees 

the  divine  in  everything.  All  living 
creatures  are  especially  sacred,  therefore  the 
orthodox  Hindu  is  a  strict  vegetarian,  and 
will  not  knowingly  kill  any  living  thing. 
The  lowest  insect  may  embody  an  individ¬ 
ual  soul,  a  projection  of  the  Divine.  In  the 
midst  of  a  scourge  of  bubonic  plague,  the 
famous  Gandhi  dogmatized,  “Rats  and 
fleas  have  as  much  right  to  live  as  I,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  I  should  not  ex¬ 
terminate  myself  rather  than  them.” 

Hinduism  teaches  the  Transmigration  of 
the  soul;  when  a  creature’s  body  dies, 
the  soul  reappears  on  earth  in  another 
form.  Karma  is  the  doctrine  that  our  pres¬ 
ent  status  of  life  is  the  result  of  the  good  or 
evil  that  we  committed  in  some  previous 
existence ;  and  the  way  we  live  now  deter¬ 
mines  how  we  shall  reappear.  “Holy” 
souls  who  can  dissociate  themselves  now 
from  the  wheel  of  existence  by  voluntary 
asceticism  may  gain  “heaven”  thereby, 
which  is  to  be  absorbed  back  into  Diety 
from  which  we  all  proceeded,  and  to  lose 
individual  identity. 

Caste  is  a  bedrock  of  Hinduism.  It  is 

the  law  of  social  status  by  birth,  closely 
connected  with  the  above  Karma ,  and  from 


Hindu  Priest  at  Temple 


which  no  Hindu  can  extricate  himself. 
A  born  “untouchable”  (and  there  are 
60,000,000  of  these  depressed  outcastes) 
must  live  and  die  an  “untouchable”  hoping 
for  a  better  existence  next  time.  To  depart 
from  the  Hindu  Faith  is  to  become  ex¬ 
communicated  from  all  Hindu  society  and 
security,  which  means  immeasurably  more 
loss  than  we  in  a  democratic  society  can 
imagine.  Caste  thus  becomes  the  deadly 
enemy  of  the  Gospel,  “threatening  every 
person  inclined  to  become  a  Christian  with 
losses  and  sufferings  of  the  most  grievous 
character;  and  segregating  the  new  con¬ 
vert,  puts  him  in  a  position  where  he  can 
have  little  or  no  influence  over  his  former 
friends”  (Glover). 

Thus  Hinduism  contains  the  “instru¬ 
ments  of  torture  which  have  mutilated, 
blasted,  and  blighted  the  lives”  of  billions 
in  India  for  4,000  years.  Will  Christians 
not  arouse  more  numerously  to  “set  the 
captives  free?” 
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THE  FAITH  Of  ISLflffl 


Islam  is  the  proper  word  to  denote  the 
Mohammedan  religion,  and  Muslim  to 
denote  a  Mohammedan.  In  India  of 
the  total  population,  about  100,000,000 
people,  are  Muslims,  scattered  everywhere, 
generally  speaking,  among  the  Hindus. 
Muslims  hold  with  unbelievably  fanatic 
faith  the  creed,  “There  is  no  god  but 

Allah-God,  and  Mohammed  is  his  Proph- 

,  >> 
et. 

In  Theology  Islam  is  a  rigid  Mono¬ 
theism,  asserting  the  absolute  unity  of 
God.  Mohamm¬ 
ed,  born  570 
A.  D.,  is  the 
last  and  greatest 
of  the  prophets, 
to  whom  God, 
they  say,  revealed 
the  Holy  Koran, 
which  is  God’s 
last  and  only  au¬ 
thoritative  Word 
to  mankind.  Pre¬ 
vious  Scriptures 
had  been  correct¬ 
ed  and  cancelled 
by  the  descent  of 
the  Koran. 

Philosophically  the  Muslim  asserts  the 
greatness  of  God,  definitely  leaning  to¬ 
ward  the  deification  of  impersonal  power. 
One  of  the  religious  phrases  most  often  on 
his  lips  is  “Allah  ho  akbar  —  God  is  great.” 
He  further  and  logically  asserts  the  un¬ 
knowableness  of  God ;  God  is  the  Great 
Unknown,  unlike  anything  we  can  think, 
feel,  or  say  about  Him. 

Salvation,  a  Muslim  believes,  comes  from 
the  doing  of  religious  works,  by  which 
he  means  the  recitation  of  the  Muslim 
creed,  attendance  at  the  five  daily  prayers, 
the  keeping  of  the  month  of  fast  (not 
touching  meat  or  drink  to  his  lips  from  sun¬ 
rise  to  sunset  for  a  whole  month  each  year), 
the  giving  of  alms,  and  the  making  if  at 
all  possible  of  the  pilgrimage  to  the  holy 


city  Mecca.  The  Muslim  believes  in  ac¬ 
cepting  the  system  of  Islam  without  ques¬ 
tion  ;  to  question  is  sin. 

Islam  is  the  sworn  enemy  of  the  great¬ 
est  and  dearest  Christian  truths,  fanat- 
icallv  denying  the  Fatherhood  of  God, 
the  Diety  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  possibility  of 
substitutionary  atonement,  and  salvation  by 
free  grace.  Whenever  Christian  Missions 
bring  this  Christian  message  to  Muslims, 
there  is  bitter  opposition ;  and  any  single 
Muslim  daring  to  believe  the  Christian 


message  is  an  apostate,  to  be  dealt  with  by 
law  (where  politically  possible). 

Islam  in  India  keeps  " purdah ”  —  being 
the  seclusion  of  women  from  any  contact 
with  men  of  the  outside  world;  it  leans 
toward  polytheism  —  in  the  veneration 
paid  the  tombs  of  departed  “saints”,  the  use 
of  charms,  amulets,  and  the  like ;  and  it 
feels  toward  pantheism  —  in  its  many 
mystic  “ suf”  orders. 

Today  Muslims  in  India  are  a  power¬ 
ful  political  as  well  as  religious  force.  They 
are  spreading  the  faith  of  Islam  with  mis¬ 
sionary  zeal,  getting  Hindu  converts,  and 
even  sending  missionaries  to  our  United 
States ! 

What  are  we  doing  for  them? 


Muslims  worshipping  at  their  Idgah,  Mysore  City,  South  India 
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0*4/1  WanJze^i  Un  Action 


The  Gospel  witness  is  daily  given  to  groups  such  as  these  pictured  below,  by 
our  missionaries  and  Indian  co-workers.  Thus  the  "good  seed"  of  the  Word  of  God 
is  sown;  and  a  harvest  of  saved  souls  is  regularly  gathered  in,  to  rejoice  the  Lord 
and  His  people. 


One  of  our 
Missionary  ladies 
preaching  to 
Hindus  in 
North  India 


One  of  our 
Indian  Evangelists 
preaching  to 
Muslims  in 
South  India 


AMERICAN  SECTION 
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128  South  Lombard  Avenue,  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
Telephone  —  Euclid  9558  -  R 


AMERICAN  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Rev.  Edwin  G.  Zorn;  Rev.  Howard  C.  Fulton, 
D.  D.;  Miss  E.  MacNaughtan;  Rev.  E.  Wadsworth, 
D.  D.;  Rev.  Alex  Balog;  Rev.  R.  K.  Kinney;  Rev. 
Robert  J.  Reynhout,  M.Th. 


AMERICAN  ADVISORY  MEMBERS 

Rev.  David  Otis  Fuller.  D.  D.;  Rev.  W.  H.  O. 
Garman;  Harry  A.  Ironside,  Litt.  D.;  Rev.  Wm.  R. 
McCarrell,  D.  D.;  Rev.  P.  W.  Phil pott,  D.  D.;  Rev. 
M.  A.  Stone,  D.  D.;  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wrighton, 
D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
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